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A warm welcome and embrace to all
of our visitors. We hope you feel so
welcome that you will want to stay!

God Bless you all!
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A Word From
Pastor Maria:

Living Waters or a
Stagnant Pond

Jesus made an incredible
promise to us concerning
the fullness of the Holy %
Spirit in our lives. He said "
"...If any man thirst, let him ‘
come unto me, and drink. He that believeth
on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water" (John

7:37-38).

This promise is available all who thirst; to
all who have a desire for the fullness of His
presence in their lives. Itis the promise of
a life overflowing with His Spirit: a life that is
spiritually alive, and vibrant. Living waters
are fresh, they are in motion. They are not
stagnant or stale. Jesus was speaking of a
continual flow of His life giving presence
through us, that would not only cause our
lives to be fresh and fruitful, but would
minister life to those around us.

If you do not feel those rivers of living water
flowing in your innermost being then
perhaps there are things that are stopping
up that flow. There are many things that we
allow to clog up or to block the flow of the
living water from Jesus.

Lack of thirst will cause us not to come to
Jesus and drink. If we are not thirsting for
the living waters, then perhaps we have
been fulfilling our thirst with other things. In
the natural we can drink many other things

Wh a t &,&ided\fatd, and it will satisfy for a period

of time, but there comes a time when you
really have got to have an ice cold glass of
water! Then you are satisfied. When we try
to satisfy the thirst of our soul with the
things of the world, then we may be
temporarily appeased, but we really are left
empty. We may fill ourselves for a time with
our job, our family, our hobbies, friends,
going out, shopping, etc: but these things
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eventually will block the flow of the
living water.

There are other things that will clog up
the flow, things like bitterness,
unforgiveness, anger, resentment, and
discontentment. These things begin to
grow like algae on a pond. They begin
to turn our river into a stale stagnant
pond. Once that inflow has been
clogged up, and there is no outflow (no
giving out of ourselves to others, no
pouring out of God's love to other
people) no outflow and no inflow results
in stagnancy and stench. But you can
take that pond and open up the inflow
so that it is once again connected to a
river, by setting yourselves to seek the
Lord, by crying out to Him, by stirring up
a thirst in us through His word, through
fellowship with other believers who are
vibrant and growing, by opening
ourselves to the search light of the Spirit
to expose the blockages in our life. And
you can open the outflow back up, and
over a period of time, the flowing of the
fresh water will begin to push out
everything that was clogging it before.
When you begin to allow the fresh water
of the Holy Spirit to flow in your life, the
bitterness and the anger, the
unforgiveness will begin to be pushed
out by the current of His Spirit.

We also allow our past to keep our
rivers clogged up. The hurts and
wounds and scars that people have
caused us, or that we have caused
ourselves, stop the flow of living water.
Things like offence, betrayal, abuse,
neglect and abandonment. We have to
begin to allow the living waters to heal
us from these things from the past. We
cannot allow ourselves to live our entire
lives not being free. God wants us to be
healed so we can bring healing to
others. There is a world of people who
would benefit from those living waters
that should be flowing from our lives.

Allow Him to flow in and through you to
remove the things that have clogged
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your rivers up. Drink from the rivers of
water that flow from the throne room
of the Father, and as you do your life
will be renewed and transformed into
a source of life and healing for others.

Pastor Maria Khaleel

the above is a reprint from May 2007

evangel

Several years ago the Pentecostal
evangel published a great interview about
Pentecost Sunday with former AG General
Superintendent, Thomas E. Trask. Below
is an excerpt:

EVANGEL: Historically, what is
Pentecost Sunday?

TRASK: Pentecost Sunday is the
celebration of the outpouring of the

Holy Spirit on the Early Church
believers. The second chapter of Acts
records how the believers, in

response to the command of Jesus,

had remained in Jerusalem waiting for

the power from on high He had

promi sed. Christods f
promise came 50 days following His
resurrection. The believers were

baptized in the Holy Spirit and

experienced the power accompanying
the Spiritds

EVANGEL: Some Pentecostals
view the Baptism as the summit
experience of their faith. Would you
agree that the Holy Spirit wants to
do much more than lead the
believer into speaking in tongues?

TRASK: | understand why some
believers would feel that their Baptism
experience was a high point. But the
danger of that is this: Simply because
one has received the baptism in the
Holy Spirit and spoken in tongues
does not give them a right or license
to sit back and settle in spiritually. The
Baptism should not become an
experience of the past. The baptism in
the Holy Spirit is given for the
empowerment of the believer,
according to Acts 1:8,to be a
witness. The most effective witnesses
today are men and women living
Jesus Christ day after day in the work
place or wherever their responsibilities

out pouri i

take them. Speaking in tongues is the initial
physical evidence that one has received the
gift of the Holy Spirit. But one should not
stop there. The Baptism should be an
entrance into life in the Spirit and the
working of the Spirit and the use of His
gifts.

you can read the entire 2003 interview at:
http://tpe.ag.org/conversations2002/4593_trask.cfm

Only Child?

By: Wendy Aguiar

Teachers see it a mile away.
Parents who go a bit overboard and the
child who assumes his position at the

center of his parents
mai ntenance and high
Child Syndr onleavery s

recognizable disorder. At least, so it seems.
One day in particular strikes me as
memorable. | was helping my son, Corbin,
to rid his small room of some large clutter.
We were going to
make a donation to
the Goodwill. He was
completely
agreeable at first.
That was, until | asked him to part with
tifidrd ThéEgRed DBd. Clitfiofudvhs
getting old and
fact that he was over three feet tall. He had
not been touched for years. After informing
my son that Clifford would rather be in a
Rokhe with a poor little child who needed a
new toy, | finally convinced him to let go.
The next morning, to my surprise,
my son awoke in tears. He could not
believe that he had
said that he missed his Clifford more than
anything. The sobs shook his entire body.
Nothing could console him and his anxiety
grew with each passing hour. | could feel
his despair, and, although | felt foolish, |
went back to the Goodwill site where the
dog was donated. | was ready to buy
Clifford back! After searching the donation
trailer, the patient woman explained that the
dog was no longer there and may have
been shipped to any other Goodwill site in
Dade or Broward. |
donot
The woman gave me a puzzled look and
ventur ed, AOonly
With a flash of understanding, she gave me
a list of every single Goodwill store in
Sout heast Florida.
have only one chil
do the same thing.0

ap

tatte

déand |

After a few fruitless hours on
the phone describing the Clifford
situation to hurried store clerks, | finally
resigned myself to a week of domestic
drama. Thankfully, however, time heals
all things, and Corbin forgot all about
the dog. (Unless he reads this article)

However, | realized something
very important in all of this. The love of
God is very much |
He never dismisses our concerns. He
loves each of us individually and
unconditionally. He has millions of
children, and yet He knows each of us
by name and has the very hairs on our
heads numbered. He is never so busy

Wi uhi apeosker Thhnkdht ga
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endsrokthre earth for us and He meets
our every need. The story of the
shepherd who leaves the ninety-nine

sheep to find one lost sheep reminds us

that every child is equally important to

the Lord. Our Father takes good care of

us and holds us close to His heart.
Everychi |l d i s Godés
exhaust every resource to respond to
our needs for the sake of love.

This month we celebrated
Mot h er OlsthaDlight, | would like

foreusl té thik tof thie goodmessof duro n

Lord. Some mothers may neglect their
children, but God is an involved parent.
I have had friends from large families

tell me that sometimes they felt invisible

as children. However,
every child is unique \?
and validated in the Q {”' C
sighttof Glod. Evenii f r i eﬁﬁi )
when you whine, [ A

complain, or question
His love, you will

o2 child ,,,'/

never be disowned. He has chosen you

for a purpose and He is passionate
about His relationship with you. So, the
next time that you go to the Lord with a
need, donot be
Child. o You donot
His attention. You are not bothering
Him. He wants to shower you with

about you because you resemble Him!

even if you were the only one.
God said in Isaiah 66:13,

Wili'vloc%rlnfjort F5)/ou 0

2

k e

favo

t he

afraid
have

s a undxpestedtblessings. Y are the most Y o u
under s needsd & i my dmnpoitadt thing in His life! He brags
c hi | dHewould have semt desud te dig for yo¥ e s .

S h At Mdthet edmfortd her 8oh, so
robably



" Over 200 New Lifers and family and friends gathered for our annual Church Picnic at CB Smith
b Park on May 16th. The food was fantastic, the entertainment was great and there was something
5 ,y//f 47/ ﬁ” for everyone! The opportunity for fellowship and relaxation was wonderful. We encourage you to
/Q % f SRR take advantage of these types of outings and fellowships to invite your unsaved family and friends.
God can and will use any opportunity to draw someone near. If you didn't make it to this one, plan
to be at the next one so you don't miss out on all the fun!
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